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Preserving Sumter’s patriotism 

The legacy of some of Sumter’s finest sons 

lives on thanks to a retired history teacher. 

Sammy Way isn’t really retired in the tra-

ditional sense, make no mistake about it. 

His passion for the military and love of 

history joined forces to create a gift for the 

public in the form of the Sumter Military 

Display.  

An archivist and columnist for The Sumter 

Item, Dr. Way also stays plenty busy tend-

ing to his military museum, which occu-

pies Suite 2 at the Clyburn Intermodal 

Transportation Center on South Harvin 

Street. 

What started out as a project with his stu-

dents while teaching at Sumter High 

School is now an impressive array of arti-

facts from World War I all the way 

through present conflicts in the Middle 

East. 

Way estimates he’s collected about 7,000 

photographs of Veterans and close to 8,000 

pieces of memorabilia. 

“It’s a continual process. As a curator, my 

responsibility is not to lay claim to it,” he 

said. “I’m charged with taking care of it, 

and that’s what I do.” 

Visitors can see through the eyes of sol-

diers what it was like to fight in the trench-

es in Europe, the jungles of Vietnam, in 

the desert in Iraq and in the mountains of 

Afghanistan. 

“This is my way of highlighting the sacri-

fice and time and achievements of these 

Veterans,” he said. “I’m trying to live the 

motto ‘Uncommon Patriotism,’ and I want 

it to be a reality.” 

While most exhibits are to be observed and 

not handled, there are some items with 

which one can interact in a tactile manner, 

albeit with an underlying sense of caution 

and reverence. And there are some artifacts 

that Way calls “treasure books” that are 

collected letters from a bygone era. 

An extremely rare piece is now encased in 



glass – a sextant from 1797 that was used 

aboard the U.S.S. Wasp and was donated 

by Phil Booth. 

“His father’s grandfather actually used it,” 

Way said. “And it’s still operational.” 

Way knows these stories; knows these 

Vets and the lives they led. 

Other than spending time with his family, 

this “is the most fun thing I do in my life,” 

he said. 

“It’s a story nobody tells. It’s an aspect of 
our life that doesn’t need to be brushed 

away.” 

SUMTER MILITARY DISPLAY is lo-

cated at 129 South Harvin Street, Suite 2 

It is normally open on Friday morning to 

noon but hours have been curtailed due to 

Covid-19. Dr. Way said it will soon open 

once again on Fridays. 

For now, it is open from 2 to 4 p.m. on 

Sunday and admission is free.  

 

For questions call Way at 803-884-1294 or 

803-983-8946 

About two-thirds of the items on display at the Sumter Military Display are related to Sumterites such as Lt. Buford Mabry (above), who volun-

teered for service after the attack on Pearl Harbor and Maj. Gen. Tom Olsen (below) who served as CENTAF Deputy Commander. 



EMS’ Lynch finds reward serving others 
It’s so much more than 

the lights and sirens. 

That’s how 32-year-old 

Paramedic Kayla Lynch 

describes her job with 

Sumter County Emer-

gency Medical Services. 

A lot more goes on than 

just driving a patient to 

the hospital. 

“It can be a mini-hospital 

for certain needs,” she 

said. “We can intervene 

and if your blood pres-

sure is too low, we can 

fix that. If you have an 

irregular heart rate we 

can fix that.” 

When Paramedics and 

Emergency Medical 

Technicians are answer-

ing calls for service, 

they’re doing their ample 

best to save lives. 

“We always try,” she 

said. “If there’s some-

thing we can do, we will 

try.” 

Lynch was born and 

raised in Sumter and 

attended Wilson Hall all 

the way from kindergar-

ten through high school, 

graduating in 2006. She 

then started work on a 

Bachelor’s degree in 

Business Administration 

with an emphasis on 

Management. She had 

worked at IGA for seven 

years, starting as cashier 

and working her way up 

to head bookkeeper, so 

she had a good feel for 

the world of business 

and retail. 

As she neared comple-

tion on her degree, she 

realized retail “wasn’t 

necessarily my favorite 

thing anymore,” but she 

was also already close to 

earning her degree 

through USC-Aiken’s 

satellite program and 

decided to complete her 

course load, she said. 

Not long after she earned 

her degree, her husband 

Jason Lynch enrolled in 

EMT School at Central 

Carolina Technical Col-

lege and she decided to 

enroll as well. 

“So I went to EMT 

school with him just to 

go,” she said. “It was at 

night and I was availa-

ble, so why not?” 

After they both finished, 

she considered pursuing 

a nursing degree, “but 

then I was like – never 

mind, I’ve had enough 

school,” she said, laugh-

ing. “I’ve had enough 

papers.” 

So she started working 

for a transportation com-

pany and gained a basic 

understanding of patient 

care. Her husband decid-

ed he wanted to progress 

his career and advance 

his education by achiev-

ing the next step: becom-

ing a Paramedic. 

“And I was like – you 

know what? I am enjoy-

ing myself being an 

EMT so I’ll go with 

you,” she said. “So again 

we went to school to-

gether.” 

Achieving the next rung 

on the ladder was not an 

easy task, she said, and 

requires many hours of 

work and study  

(See LYNCH, Page 5) 



Baldwin wins statewide recognition 
A longtime Sumter County employee just received a statewide 

award for her work with Veterans. 

For the last 16 and a half years, Tia C. Baldwin has worked in the 

Office of Veterans Affairs as the Benefits Counselor. 

She has been recognized as the Member of the Year by the South 

Carolina Association of Counties Veterans Affairs Officers. 

“For the outstanding service she provides for the Veterans of 

Sumter County,” said Valerie Brunson, the Sumter County Direc-

tor of Veterans Affairs. “I’m so proud of her.” 

Brunson was attending a statewide training session in Columbia 

on Thursday when she accepted the award on behalf of Baldwin. 

“It was a surprise,” Baldwin said. “It was something I wasn’t 

looking for. I didn’t even know Val nominated me – she kept that 

a secret.” 

Baldwin is a Sumter native and self-described military brat who 

enjoys helping Veterans and their family members navigate bene-

fits and claims. 

“I guess coming from a military background, I’m sympathetic to 

a lot of their needs and wants,” she said.  

She’s also found herself helping Veterans with other aspects of 

their lives as well. 

“I haven’t met a stranger yet to come through my door,” she said. 

Last year, Brunson was the recipient of the award that Baldwin 

received this year. 

“We feel good that the state recognizes what we do here,” 

Brunson said. 

And now that the Office of Veterans Affairs has moved from its 

Law Range loca-

tion to the Sumter 

County Court-

house, a little re-

decorating is go-

ing on. 

“That’s the best 
piece of furniture 

I’ve got in my 
office right now,” 
Baldwin said, 

laughing.  

Veterans Affairs Office moves to Courthouse 
Sumter County’s Office of Veterans Affairs has 

moved to the Sumter County Courthouse at 141 North 

Main Street and is located inside Room 100 on the 

first floor. 

“We’ve got room now, we can breathe,” said Valerie 

Brunson, Director of the office. “I love it, I really do. 

It’s a nice place for our Veterans to come and receive 

high quality, excellent service they deserve and the 

benefits they’ve earned serving our country.” 

The phone numbers remain the same:  

(803) 436-2302 or 1-800-827-1000. You can reach Valerie Brunson via e-mail: 

vbrunson@sumtercountysc.org  

mailto:vbrunson@sumtercountysc.org
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capped by rigorous testing. 

Once she and her husband were done, though, she found her call-

ing.  

“This job can be very rewarding – you get to help from the basic 

needs of lifting assistance all the way up to saving somebody’s 

life,” she said. 

Certainly there are difficult times and challenging calls, she 

acknowledges. 

But there’s times that you’re genuinely helping out, she said, and 

making a difference. 

“Grandma fell and just needs lifting assistance and she’s the nic-

est, sweetest lady you ever meet and you get to help her,” is just 

one example, she said. “I enjoy any time someone is grateful for 

us. That’s always rewarding. And even if they’re not, you’ve 

made a change in their life. It’s a reward in itself.” 

Chief Bobby Hingst, Sumter County’s EMS Director, said Kayla 

Lynch sets a solid example every shift she works. 

“She’s always reliable and her work ethic is impressive,” he said. 

“She goes above and beyond in serving her community and I’m 

proud to work alongside her.” 

Lynch said when she and her husband have down time they enjoy 

visiting Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida.  

“That is our favorite thing to do,” she said, as they’re annual pass 

holders. “We go probably every other month.” 

One simple pleasure that they’ve found to be an excellent source 

of rejuvenation are evening walks. 

“We do like to take evening walks. It sounds corny,” she said, 

“but it helps as a de-stressor and to keep motivated.” 
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‘Nutcracker’ returns to Patriot Hall on Nov. 20, 21 
Patriot Hall is opening its doors this weekend for the first perfor-

mance on stage in quite some time as the Columbia City Ballet is 

set to bring two shows of ‘Nutcracker,’ to Sumter. 

Quite a few precautions and new guidelines will be in place, said 

Melanie Colclough, the venue’s Director. 

“Every dancer will have on a mask,” she said. “They’re going to 

do the whole thing in masks.” 

Patrons are also asked to wear masks, and the need for social 

distancing will mean some rows of seats are closed off. 

“It’s still general public (seating) and first come, first serve,” she 

said. “Every other row is available and hopefully most families 

can sit together. Singles and couples should also have plenty of 

space.” 

Patriot Hall held some events in January and February but there’s 

not been any performances since March. 

“We’ve been working with Miss Libby’s (School of Dance) as 

well as the Columbia City Ballet to make extra precautions so 

everyone is safe,” she said.  

Folks are asked not to loiter in the lobby, she said, and the re-

strooms will be open but only for three at a time.  

“We’re asking people to understand we’re still in a pandemic and 

if all goes well we can continue to offer limited performances,” 

she said. “We need to keep moving forward with arts and culture 

in our area and do it safely.” 

The first show on Friday, Nov. 20 begins at 7:30 p.m. There will 

be two shows on Saturday, Nov. 21 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

For online tickets, visit: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/

event/4808931 The box office of Patriot Hall is (803) 436-2260 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4808931
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